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Agenda

¦What has happened in 
the market?

¦Taking stock of where 
you are now?

¦What can you do 
moving forward?



Source:  Wall Street Journal, 2008  

What has Happened in the MarketΧ

Excess Liquidity The Credit Freeze



Index Results for 2008

Source: Aaronson Johnson Ortiz/Vestek Systems (12/31/08)

Index Annualized Return

Dow Jones Industrials -32.00%

S&P 500 -37.00%

Nasdaq Composite -40.54%

Russell 2000 -33.80%

MSCI EAFE -43.06%

MSCI Emerging Markets -53.31%



DJIA is the most widely used indicator of the overall condition of the stock market, a price-weighted average of 30 

actively traded blue chip stocks, primarily industrials.

S&P 500 Index is a market capitalization-weighted index of 500 widely held stocks often used as a proxy for the 

stock market. S&P chooses the member companies for the 500 based on market size, liquidity and industry group 

representation.

NASDAQ Composite Index measures the performance of all issues listed in the NASDAQ Stock Market, except 

for rights, warrants, units, and convertible debentures, and includes over 3,000 companies

The RUSSELL 2000 Index includes the 2000 firms from the Russell 3000 Index with the smallest market 

capitalizations.

MSCI EAFE Index is a widely accepted benchmark for international stock performance, the EAFE Index is an 

aggregate of 21 individual country indexes that collectively represent many of the major markets of the world 

(EAFE refers to Europe, Australasia and Far East).

MSCI Emerging Markets Index is a capitalization-weighted index of stocks from 26 emerging markets that only 

includes issues that may be traded by foreign investors. The reported returns reflect equities priced in US dollars 

and do not include the effects of reinvested dividends. 

Indices are for illustrative purposes only and are not indicative of the performance of any Prudential product. 

Please note that indices are not actively managed and it is not possible for an investor to invest directly in an index.



Volatility Index

Source:  12/01/2008 Wall Street Journal Chicago Board Options Exchange's Volatility Index (VIX)
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